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General  Disclaimer:  I have yet to find a plant that I can with 100 percent confidence classify as Deer 
Proof.  Deer will not be reading this handout or attending this talk.  They tend to have tastes that change 
each year, and might browse almost any plant you put in your yard.   

Introducing a new plant to your yard 

 Research-  Deer resistant Lists, neighbors yards, OSU Extention, Master Gardeners 

 Sacrificial Lamb-  Plant test plants to see if the deer eat them. 

 Give your plants a fighting chance- Deer sprays, motion sensor sprinklers, netting, etc. 

 

Plant Combinations: 

1. Sun Plant (Botanical Name)   Size (HxW) 
a. Cupressus macrocarpa ‘Goldcrest’  20’x6’ 
b. Rhododendron hybrid ‘PJM’  4’x4’ 
c. Ilex crenata ‘Lemon Gem’  2’X3’ 

2. Sun 
a. Picea pungens ‘Montgomery’ 4’X4’ 
b. Phormium tenax ‘Rubrum’  6’X6’ 
c. Calluna vulgaris ‘Winter Chocolate’ 18”X3’ 

3. Sun 
a. Pinus thunbergii ‘Thunderhead’ 10’X6’ 
b. Euphorbia characias ‘Glacier Blue’ 2’X2’ 
c. Erica carnea ‘Porters Red’  1’X3’ 

4. Shade 
a. Fatsia japonica ‘Spiderweb’  8’X5’ 
b. Skimmia japonica ‘Male’  3’X4’ 
c. Ophiopogon japonica ‘Nigrescens’ 9”X12” 

5. Shade 
a. Camellia japonica ‘Magnoliaflora’ 12’X8’ 
b. Polystichum polyblepharum  2’x2’ 
c. Helleborus orientalis ‘Ivory Prince’ 18”x24” 



6. Sun 
a. Ceanothus impressus ‘Dark Star’ 6’x8’ 
b. Euphorbia hybrid ‘Ascot Rainbow’ 2’x2’ 
c. Festuca glauca ‘Elijah Blue’  14”x14” 

7. Sun 
a. Rosmarinus off. ‘Tuscan Blue’ 4’x3’ 
b. Carex testacea   2’x2’ 
c. Arctostaphyllos u. ‘Massachusetts’ 6”x5’ 

8. Sun 
a. Osmanthus heterophyllus ‘Goshiki’ 6’x4’ 
b. Euphorbia amyg. ‘Ruby Glow’ 2’x2’ 
c. Rosmarinus off. ‘Prostrata’  18”x3’ 

9. Shade 
a. Tsuga Canadensis ‘Pendula’  5’x3’ you train 
b. Daphne odora ‘Zuiko Nishiki’ 4’x4’ 
c. Mahonia nervosa   2’x2’ spreading  

10. Sun 
a. Buxus semp. ‘Green Tower’  9’x3’ 
b. Phormium hybrid ‘Jester’  4’x4’ 
c. Berberis s. ‘Corallina Compacta’ 18”x18” 

 

 


